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Subject: Aids on cultivated rural roads

Sir, 

I’m writing this letter to you to tell you about a subject that concerns us as an association 

whose purpose is to protect our rural roads.

By our activity as hikers, we have found that the replacement of these rural roads by 

cultivated soil is always more important, even when it is question to create “green” and “blue” 

zones to protect them.

These roads are yet a richness for soft circulation, biodiversity corridors, structuring elements 

of our campaigns and highly appreciated leisure places too that disappears sadly due to the 

aforementioned causes.

Facts: 

Bylaw in date of July 21 2006, the French Council of the State affirmed that: “no community 

text makes the granting of direct aid to other conditions as the effective operation” otherwise, 

France hasn’t used article 11of the Commission’s settlement CEE n°2780/92 24 of 

September 1992 in order to subordinate those aids to justifications of the property of the plots 

nor to justification of the existence of a lease.

Situation of the rural roads:

France owns an important number of rural roads, inventoried from 1838, whose status is 

defined in article l 161-1 of our rural and maritime fishing code:

“Rural roads are roads belonging to communes, affected to public usage, that haven’t been 

classified as communal roads. They are part of the private domain of the town.”

These roads are private property of the towns affected to public use. They cannot be traded, 

rented or given.

Due to the lack of control of some mayors that do not do not use their police power (which 

they are granted according to : )

- Art L 161-5 of the rural and maritime fishing code: “The municipal authority is in 

charge of regulating and conserving rural roads.”

- Art L 2212-2 of the general code of the local communities: “Municipal police is in 

charge of granting order, safety, security, and public wholesomeness, including 

everything related to public circulation in the streets, places and public routes…”

These roads are often occupied by fields in complete contradiction with: 

- Art D 161-14 of the rural and maritime fishing code: “It is expressly forbidden to 

harm pavement of rural roads and their dependencies or jeopardize the safety or 

convenience of traffic on these routes […], to plow or cultivate the soil in the 

footprints of these paths and dependencies ;

- 4. To plant trees or hedges on these paths…

- 12 ° ...... and generally to engage in any act affecting or likely to affect the integrity of 

rural roads and structures they have, to change its attitude or cause it damage.

Notwithstanding, 

- Art D 161-11 of the rural and maritime fishing code: “when an obstacle is opposed to 

traffic on a rural road , the mayor remedies this emergency , provisional road 

conservation measures required by the circumstances are taken on simple 

administrative summon, all expenses and risk in charge of the author of the offense 

and without prejudice to proceedings that may be instituted against him”

Finally, 

- Art R 161-28 of the rural and maritime fishing code: “contravention of the above 

provisions of Article D.161-14 may be subject to criminal prosecution under the 

criminal provisions of general law, "including on the basis of Articles R.631-1 to 

R.635-1 of Penal Code relating to offenses against property.”

Rural roads and aids

It appears, under the graphic parcel register, that some illegally cultivated rural roads are 

declared cultivated plots to the Agency of Payments and Services .

The service responsible for inspection at the Department of Agriculture we contacted on this 

issue, made clear to us that, for awards of aids, only declared areas were taken into 

account, the legality of the occupation not being sought.

In those circumstances it would seem that the surfaces of rural roads, private property of 

town, illegally grown, hindering the free movement of the public, may be the basis for the 

payment of aids...

This would be, if confirmed, an immoral situation that concerns numerous statements and this 

for years.

Could you please tell us which provisions are being taken to infer aids on illegally cultivated 

areas on rural roads?

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Jacky BOUCARET

President of “Gandelu Loisir” 

PS: Our association status: 

- Art 1 “The Association “Gandelu Loisirs”, established on Friday October 22 1982, 

according to the law of July 1 1901, as for goal to contribute to the diffusion of 

activities for all and act for the preservation of rural roads…

- Art 2 Its means of action are:

“The creation of a legal authority to defend the interests of actors working for the 

protection , construction and conservation of rural roads in compliance with 

municipal councils, the prerogatives of local communities and private property 

and all means to achieve its purpose"

